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Working with 
Interactive Documents

Special for EA Global Summit 2020

In this presentation, Ian will describe how to generate interactive Word documents from 
your EA models, and use them to automate your model updates.
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My biases – the ones I know about

• EA user since v3.5
• Business analyst, process modeller, team leader, 

consultant
• So I don’t know SysML or Archimate

• Rather spend 4 hours writing a script than 20 minutes 
doing something dull
• BIG bias towards tools

• EA drives me CRAZY
• But I never use anything else

• Used EA in teams of 2-20
• Worked with EA teams of 2-200
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Problem statement

• Document readers almost certainly won’t use EA
• They might not even want to use Prolaborate 
• They probably already use Word and MS Teams / Sharepoint
• And they know how to do reviews..
• …so use the same tools that they do

EA can contain all the business knowledge we need to create great documents

The trick is getting people to:

Read

Understand

Interact.. 

..with those documents 

Assumptions:
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Agenda

What tricks can we use to make people 

Understand

Interact.. 

..with those documents 

Read

World premier of some super 
new function here
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Deep-dive into a typical document

This example created using: 

Other tools are available: not sure which ones allow which of these features 

Many points are tool-independent
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• No surprises – make it look like a regular Word document
• Usual ToC, ToF , Header page
• Reader should not know difference between generated and 

non-generated content
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• Keep main part of 
document SMALL

• Put ‘other stuff’ into 
appendices

• Use hyperlinks to link 
‘main’ and ‘other’
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Great documents from great models

’Everything’
document

Stakeholder 1
document

Stakeholder 2
document

Stakeholder 3
document
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Great documents from great models

OR

“This diagram shows the…” “This diagram shows the…”

…

Look how 
clever I am…
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‘People’ tables are blue

‘Requirements’ tables are green

I make ‘EA Connectors’,
You see hyperlinks

Color is not just for fun: 
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(created using eaDocX Relationship Matrix, with hyperlinks for the people, 
additional header rows and conditional formatting)
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“Maybe the document is now a bit interesting. 
Maybe I’ll read it
Maybe I’ll interact with it…”

Glossary is important: 
explains the terms.
..but keep it ‘right-sized’



© Ability Engineering Ltd. 2020 Interactive docs.13

Interactive Documents

V5 Revision Manager
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The next generation of

Interactive EA Documents

.

.

.

Introducing….
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Reviewers do what they want..
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Reviewers do what they want..

Comments and 
revisions from one 
person 

Comments and 
revisions from 
multiple people
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The worst job…

Lots of updates from 
Lots of people in
Lots of documents
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Do the easy stuff fast
Revision Manager*

* Part of  eaDocX Collaboration Edition, to be delivered in eaDocX V5
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Reviewing interactive documents

• Allow reviewers to use technology they already have, 
and already know:
• Each user has their own copy, makes one set of 

comments
• Multiple users review a single copy, for example, 

in MS Teams
• Reviewers collaborate THEIR way

• No new infrastructure, no need to teach new skills



© Ability Engineering Ltd. 2020 Interactive docs.20

Processing interactive documents

• Pull all versions of the same document into eaDocX 
Revision Manager

• See where multiple users have commented/revised 
the same EA element/field

• Pull data quickly back into EA

• Optionally, create audit trail in EA
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Smart documents

V5 Revision Manager

• eaDocX V4 available now at www.eaDocX.com
• 30-day free trial
• eaDocX V5, with Revision Manager and Interactive documents, coming later in 2020

http://www.eadocx.com/
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About eaDocX
• Most successful EA addin:

• >3000 customers
• 10 years of document generation
• Current version : 

• V4 – production
• V5 Beta – with new Revision Manager

Edition Professional Corporate Collaboration

Function High quality 
documents, 
template, quick 
documents

+ Excel round-
trip
+ document 
management
+ HTML 
generator

+Interactive 
documents
+ Revision 
Manager

Single user USD217 USD395 USD395*

Group 
licence / 
user / year

USD <100 USD  < 200 USD < 200* * Until end 2020


